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Before The Flood a Failing Dam Threatens Millions of Iraqis.
In August 2014, fighters from the Islamic State captured villages of Wana moved to Mosul Dam. This followed the earlier capture of Mosul which is a city that has more than two million people. Their campaign was to establish a new caliphate in the Middle East. Their target was a dam located north of Mosul. This dam is significant because it provides water to the city and people who live in near Tigris. The battle between ISIS and Kurdish soldiers was intense, and the Iraq soldiers fled the dam. ISIS started to destroy the equipment and then put their flag on the pillars of the dam. American vice president wanted the Iraq forces to retake the dam immediately because the ISIS could blow it and the impact could be catastrophic. After two weeks, the Kurdish troops pushed ISIS from the dam and retook it. However, a group engineers from America inspected the dam later and realised that it was on the verge of collapsing. There was no structural fault since the dam was designed to survive any form of bombardment and it survived during Gulf War when its generators were bombed.
 According to engineers, the problem was that the dam was constructed on a soluble rock. It was recommended that the only solution was to pump cement mixture below the earth failure to which the dam can sink. The United Nations and the United States issued a warning of dire consequences for the breach in the dam. The UN was concerned because if the dam could collapse many people could be killed. However, most Iraq leaders have not agreed that the dam is in danger. In the mid-1950s, countries in the region wanted to control rivers and established measures to construct dams. Dams help to regulate the flow of water, avert floods and store water. During 1975, turkey and Syria completed dam and the source of water from river Euphrates. The downstream dried up and most farmers from Iraq started to abandon farming because there was no sufficient water. After Turkey started to establish the site for another dam, Iraq leaders felt that the dam would have a negative impact. 
During that period, Saddam Hussein had started to implement many projects in Iraq. Engineers from Europe started to find a suitable site for dam location. The government decided that the suitable location was Mosul. The location had the potential for a vast reservoir, and the land for irrigation was available. Saddam ordered the construction to start in 1981. The dam was constructed for three years by the Chinese workers. Few years after the operation of the dam, some sinkholes were seen around the dam area, and water had started to bubble up on the banks. To help avert erosion, the government launched a program of filling the voids and using cement by the process known as grouting. The Iraqi engineers rushed to build the second dam in the town called Badush to prevent flooding that could result from Mosul dam collapse.  
Most Iraqi officials have publicly refused to accept that the dam can collapse anytime. The American officials have developed public relationship quandary because they feel that they are trying to help people who don’t want to accept that the dam has a severe problem. The Mosul dam is significant because it provides water form many people across the city and farmers who live in near Tigris. The conflict between ISIS and   Iraqi soldiers posed a very serious challenge. ISIS wanted to destroy the dam declares a caliphate across Iraq and other neighbouring countries. It led to international concerns, and many nations wanted the Iraq forces to retake the dam immediately because the ISIS could blow it and the impact could be disastrous. Mosul dam is classified as the most dangerous globally. The Iraqi official have faced pressure and accepted to reduce the maximum depth of the dam to ensure that the thirty feet can take pressure off the wall. Additionally, the Americans stated to tell Iraq to modernize all tools and equipment that was used in constructing the dam. 
This article helps one to understand the reason why the dam could collapse. People believe that the dam was bombed by ISIS and that made it weaker. However, a group engineers from America who inspected the dam later and realised that it was on the verge of collapsing stated that the dam had serious problems associated with the rock it stands on. There was no structural fault since the dam was designed to survive any form of bombardment and it survived during Gulf War when its generators were bombed. According to engineers, the problem was the dam constructed on the soluble rock. It was recommended that the only solution was to pump cement mixture below the earth failure to which the dam can sink. The United Nations and the United States issued a warning of dire consequences for a breach in the dam. The UN was concerned because if the dam could collapse many people would lose their lives. 
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